Histopathology of Measles: Report of 2 Cases With New Findings.
The authors report 2 cases of measles demonstrating novel skin pathology that may be useful in establishing early diagnosis. Syncytial epithelial giant cells, which are characteristic of measles, were found to be present in the dermis, indicating that these cells are not specific to the lymphoid tissue and epithelia of which they are classically attributed to. The cells were not prominent, and required step sectioning to observe. These results were confirmed by electron microscopy, which showed virus capsid particles within the endoplasmic reticulum, secretory vesicles, and cytoplasm of multinucleated cells. One of the cases also demonstrated an unusual mixed infiltrate of eosinophils and fibrin thrombi, which has not been previously described. Both patients in this report recovered with supportive therapy.